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Reagan Defends
Covert Rebel Ai
in Nicaragua -

By GEORGE SKELTON,
W ASHINGTON—President Rea-
gan said Wedpesday that -Congress

would sel “a very'dangerous prece-

. dent” if 1t cut off covert aid 1o
. guerrilla “'freedomfighters™anNic-

araguz, implying thatthey haveas
legitimate a right 10 represent ‘the-
« citizens of Nicaraguz as -does:the -

‘Sandinista government. - .-
Asserting that the Jeftist Sandin-
istas came 10-power “outl -of -the
barrel ‘of 2 gun” Reagan asked
rbetorically: **Other thap being 4n
control of the capital and having a
handie on .all the levers, what
.makes them.any more 2 legitimate
government :1han the people of
Nicaragua who-are asking for a
chance to yote for the kind of
_government they-want?” .

' NotJust SﬂvaéorA.rms . _
Many of the'guerrillas now bat-

tling the Nicaraguan government
are disillusioned former revoiution-

aries. who fought with the Sandinis-

tas when 'they overthrew the mili-
tary dictatorship of Anastasio
Somozz in 1979, Reagan said But
they were “betrayec.” the Presi-
dent cdeclared, ‘when the Sandinis-
s, afier seizing power, refused to
keep wheir promises 10 call elections
and move Loward democracy.
Reagan, answering questions

trom six reporters-during a 35-min-

ute interview in the Oval Office,
took his "argument for providing

covert aid W the Nicaraguan guer-

rillas a2 step beyond his previous
stalements—that the sole purpose
- of the assistance is'to help sever the
" . Sandinistas' supply of arms 10 the
rebels batuing U.S.-backed govern-
ment roops inEl Salvador. -
The President acknowledged that
the Nicaraguan guerrillas are using
U.S. arms against the Sandinista
. govVernment .and ‘did not express
concern about it

A law, signed in December By
Reagan .as an amendment 1o an

appropriations bill, forbids-U.S. as-

sistance “for the purpose” of over-
throwing the Nicaraguan govern-
ment or provoking & military
confrontation between Nicaragua
; and neighboring Honduras.
‘Reagan on Wednesday sioughed
off the issue of whether the U.S.-
: supported .guerrillas are trying 1o

* . overthrow the Nicaragudn govern-
ment, declaring “these forces that :

‘have risen up.in ;opposition: o the
Sandinisia (2overnment are . . .
. peopie. who.simplyavant this gov-
i ernment--of iNioaragus -10 .&keep .its
i PIOMIBLE.> «r, 7nr v - -
~ *Many -of -these :peopie are busi-
.pessmen whose businesses have
‘been . taken over,”- Reagan ssaid.
*They.are farmers-whose land was
seized -by -this .government .. , . .
And-they're Jprotesting this viola-
tionof what bad made them support
the revolution o begin with.”
~Using .this and .other reasoning,
Reagan :several .times in the inter-
i view. referred.to the Nicaraguan

i guerrillas .as_“freedom - fighters.”
; Buthe said the rebels in El Salvador
- are ;guerrillas,” not treedom fight-
ers,;‘because thev've got freedom”
aiready and “are fighting against an

- ' elected government.” .

; The _Democratic-controlled
House Inteliijgence Committee, on &
$-5 pary-line vole, approved legis-

lation Tuesday to cut off funds for
-eovert operations by the -anti-San-

_-dinista rebels. The measure author-
"izes overt aid 1o Central American
. nations for the purpose of interdici -
_ing arms supplies from Nicaragua
| and Cuba to guerrillas attempting 10
overthrow governments, - ..
Reagan criticized the political
“partisanship” of the committee
vote. And he said that if the propos-
&) ever became law, “jt would sel &
.very dangerous precedent” by “lit-
“erally taking away the ability of the
Executive Branch w0 carry .out {is

+and -amount to “an
rrestriction”.in “§

" Again defending the supplying af
“US. aid w0 the Nicaraguan-g{:g'ﬂ-'r
“as, Reagan said, “The whole pur-
Pose:of the Sandinista government
‘8€ems 10 be not only_( helping rebels
in) El Salvador, but the export of
revolution 10 other mations.”. He
‘cited Bonduras and-Costa. Rica-as
‘being “'plagued by radicalszin their
midst who are encouraged .by-the
Sandinista governmentm- .- .. ..
Earlier, White House spokesman -

- Larry.Speakes, reading.a '
-statement, complained ?Eigepned cutting
off covert zid~would “tie.our hands™

~Tmpecessary
Sandin- -

Lista behavior.” He said the legisia-_

tion would “acquiesce in the ongo-
ing use of Nicaraguan territoryasa -

~sanctuary for «Satvadoran) “msur-
gents.”. |, B

“that C1A Director William J..Casey

1

constitutional responsibilities” to -

-conduct foreign policy. = . ...
.. The President objected .10 “the
-restrictions™ the committee voted to
pul on any overl aid—limitations

only for governments, not guerril-
-las. He said the other Central Amer-
: ican governments might not want to
i“give that money 1o the freedom
fightersin Nicaragua.” _. ., ... .

- ‘MeanWhDe." The Txmé ’ ieamed

1old members of this week
that if US. funds for covert opera-
“bions were cut off, the anti-Sandin-

ista -effort would essentially erum-
bie."He said the FDN (Nicaraguan
iﬂ)emomtic Force) guerrillas have -

yelied heavily -on US. funds, train-
“The question-and-answer session
with Reagan was the second -of its
Xind recently in which presidential
advisers, seeking 1o make the Presi-
dent ‘more accessible 1o the ‘press,
have invited six White House re-
-+porters 1o interview him. _

-~The 'interviewers have repre-
-sented & mixture from the press
corps and this time was composed of
reporters from the Dallas Morning
News, Copley Newspapers, The
New VYork Times, US. News & :
World Report, NBC-TV and the,
‘New York Daily News. The Oval
Oftfice session was piped by inter- ;
com to-the rest of the press Ccorps |
sitting - in ‘the - White House press
FOOI. .t . L. _,.,..'.i
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